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Surgeons one day may discard their steel
scalpels in...

     

POCATELLO, Idaho -- Surgeons one day may discard their steel scalpels in favor of
obsidian blades fashioned through a variation of the prehistoric craft of flint-
knapping, two anthropologists say.

Enlarged 10,000 times under an electron microscope, the edge of a steel scalpel
blade 'looks like the Rocky Mountains,' said J. Jeffrey Flenniken of Washington
State University.

On the other hand, stone blades have keen edges because they are fashioned
'naturally.' He said they can be broken to the last molecule.

Flenniken said he and anthropologist Payson Sheets of the University of Colorado
have developed a method of producing obsidian blades than may eventually be
proven more efficient that conventional scalpels.

Stone blades now are used by only a few surgeons, and on rare occasions, the
researchers said.

The two said they were inspired by Donald E. Crabtree, a Kimberly man who
specialized in flint-knapping and was a research associate at Idaho State University
in Pocatello.

Idaho State officials said Crabtree, who died last year, had so much faith in the
blades he honed from stone that he twice underwent surgery in which several
surface incisions were made with his own obsidian scalpels.
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While laboratory comparisons of the sharpness of obsidian versus steel blades
haven't been done, Bruce Buck, the surgeon who operated on Crabtree -- first on his
lung and later on his heart -- said he wouldn't hesitate to have obsidian blades used
on himself.

A possible drawback, however, is that minute flakes may chip off an obsidian blade.
That is why Buck used the blade only for surface incisions. Another factor that
needs further investigation, he said, is how well an incision heals when made with
an obsidian blade.

Odd News // 20 hours ago

Amur leopard escapes exhibit at South Carolina zoo

July 23 (UPI) -- A South Carolina zoo revealed the animal whose escape
prompted the facility to remain closed Thursday was an Amur leopard.

Odd News // 17 hours ago

Stuffed donkey returned to 5-year-old after social
media adventure

July 23 (UPI) -- A pink stuffed donkey found on a British Columbia ferry is
back with its 5-year-old owner after taking an adventure chronicled on
social media.

Odd News // 17 hours ago

S.C. man's lottery numbers pay off after three years

July 23 (UPI) -- A South Carolina man who has been using the same set
of numbers to play the lottery for three years finally won a $150,000
Palmetto Cash 5 jackpot.
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Odd News // 18 hours ago

Polish man spends over two hours buried in snow

July 23 (UPI) -- A Polish endurance expert spent 2 hours, 12 minutes and
12 seconds completely buried in snow to break a Guinness World
Record.

Odd News // 18 hours ago

'Human refrigerator' debuts in Japan amid rising
temperatures

July 23 (UPI) -- A Japanese company is responding to the country's
increasingly hot summer temperatures by unveiling a new "human
refrigerator."

Odd News // 20 hours ago

Ontario resident finds large python in car engine
compartment

July 23 (UPI) -- Animal services officers in Ontario came to the rescue of
a python found trapped inside the engine compartment of a resident's
car.

Odd News // 1 day ago

Florida city issues warning after multiple monkey
sightings

July 22 (UPI) -- A Florida city is reminding residents to keep a safe
distance after multiple sightings of wild monkeys in the area.

Odd News // 1 day ago

Maryland man almost gave away a $50,000 lottery
ticket

July 22 (UPI) -- A Maryland man almost gave away a scratch-off lottery
ticket to settle a debt, but ended up winning $50,000 thanks to his wife's
interference.

Odd News // 1 day ago

Security camera alerts Florida family to gator at the
door

July 22 (UPI) -- A Florida family woke up to an alert from their security
camera and discovered an unexpected visitor: an 8-foot alligator at their
front door.

https://www.upi.com/Odd_News/2026/07/23/poland-Guinness-World-Records-full-body-contact-snow/8371784824530/
https://www.upi.com/Odd_News/2026/07/23/japan-human-refrigerator-Do-Hiemon-Box/2511784823146/
https://www.upi.com/Odd_News/2026/07/23/canada-Mississauga-Ontario-python-hood-car/9681784816315/
https://www.upi.com/Odd_News/2026/07/22/Mount-Dora-monkeys-warning-Florida/3571784742165/
https://www.upi.com/Odd_News/2026/07/22/lotto-Maryland-Lottery-give-away-wife/8951784741677/
https://www.upi.com/Odd_News/2026/07/22/alligator-front-door-Palm-Bay-Florida/9101784740758/


Odd News // 1 day ago

Alberta urges residents to stop releasing goldfish
into waterways

July 22 (UPI) -- The government of Alberta is issuing an important
reminder to owners of pet goldfish in the province: Don't let it loose.
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