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Abstract «

This article investigates the historical context of the development of the alphabet from ancient
Egyptian hieroglyphs, focusing on the interactions at the Serabit el-Khadem site in Sinai. It highlights
the importance of the temple dedicated to Hathor and various inscriptions that reveal connections
between Egyptians and Asiatic groups, emphasizing how these interactions may have influenced
the evolution of writing systems in the region.
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3 No records of slavery exist at Serabit, indicating a different social structure among Canaanite
miners.

4  The alphabet'’s creation was influenced by Egyptian hieroglyphs, which served as its
foundational pictorial models.

5 The invention of the alphabet marked a significant media revolution, altering communication and
administrative practices.
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D. Sweeney, “Self-Representation in Old Kingdom Quarrying Inscriptions at Wadi Hammamat,”
The Journal of Egyptian Archaeology 100 (2014), 275-291.

Deborah Sweeney

This article surveys self-presentation in expedition inscriptions and less formal inscriptions from the quarries at
Wadi Hommamat, dating to the reign of Pepi I. Although these texts are very succinct, listing basically names,...
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‘Quarry Epigraphy at Hatnub’, in C. Ragazzoli and K. Hassan (eds), Graffiti, Secondary Epigraphy
and Rock Inscriptions from Ancient Egypt (Cairo, Institut francgais d’archéologie orientale)

Yannis Gourdon

General presentation of site Hatnub is a region of the Eastern Desert spreading over several square kilometres,
the core of which is approximately 16.4km southeast of Amarna (Kom el-Nana). The modern toponym 'Hatnu...
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Sinai 357 is one of the few complete alphabetic inscriptions from Serabit el-Khadem. The majority of its
characters are legible and easily identifiable. In spite of these advantages, as well as extensive scholarly...
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What are the key differences between alphabetic and hieroglyphic writing systems? +
How did Canaanite miners contribute to the invention of the alphabet? +
What evidence supports the presence of Canaanites in Serabit inscriptions? +
How did Sir Alan Gardiner influence the understanding of Proto-Sinaitic inscriptions? +
What role did Egyptian hieroglyphs play in the formation of the alphabet? +
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Only four Proto-Sinaitic alphabetic inscriptions, all on small portable objects, were found in the temple
precinct in Serabit el-Khadem, all by the shrine of Hathor. Most of the other (around 30) Proto-Sinaitic...
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CONTEXT: DATE AND FUNCTION

H. Parker
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A review of new evidence allows us to date the Proto-Sinaitic inscriptions at Serabit el-Khadim firmly to a brief
period of intensive expeditions under Senwosret ll, Amenemhat lll, and Amenemhat IV, with considerable...
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Graffitiand Rock inscriptions from Ancient Egypt, 2023

The aim to this article is to present the corpus of inscriptions and drawings left by mining expeditions sent to
South-Sinai to fetch copper and turquoise during the Middle Kingdom. This group includes a little more than..
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Sinai became since the Archaic Period, the main supplier of turquoise, and remained so during the Old, Middle,
and New Kingdoms. That was why South Sinai was the destination of many mining missions that documented...
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