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Abstract

In early 1943 the Economic Warfare Division of the American Embassy in London started to

analyze markings and serial numbers obtained from captured German equipment in order to

obtain estimates of German war production and strength. This report is the story of the

development of this technique in terms of the problems which arose and the ways in which

they were solved.

Various kinds of captured enemy equipment were studied by this technique. The first product

to be so analyzed was tires, and after this tanks, trucks, guns, flying bombs, and rockets were

studied. Aircraft markings were not studied by the Economic Warfare Division, since, by

previous agreement, the British Air Ministry bore the responsibility for all estimates on aircraft

production. The uses of the intelligence derived from the markings were varied. At times it

helped decide the target systems of the air forces; on other occasions it gave indications of

German strength in weapons such as tanks and rockets.
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After the war official statistics on German war production became available, so that it is now

possible to evaluate the accuracy of the estimates which were made. Part II presents a

summary scatter diagram of the estimates and official data along with a more detailed

treatment of certain estimates.

Related research 

Recommended articles Cited by
38

 Share

People also read

https://www.addtoany.com/share


Information for

Authors

R&D professionals

Editors

Librarians

Societies

Open access

Overview

Open journals

Open Select

Dove Medical Press

F1000Research

Opportunities

Reprints and e-prints

Advertising solutions

Accelerated publication

Corporate access solutions

Help and information

Help and contact

Newsroom

All journals

Books

 Sign me up

   

Keep up to date

Register to receive personalised research and resources by email

Copyright © 2026 Informa UK Limited Privacy policy

Cookies Terms & conditions Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 01072954
5 Howick Place | London | SW1P 1WG

https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/
https://editorresources.taylorandfrancis.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/page/librarians
https://www.tandfonline.com/societies
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openjournals
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/openselect
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/dove
https://www.tandfonline.com/openaccess/f1000
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/marketing/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/advertising-solutions/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/partnership/commercial/accelerated-publication/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/who-we-serve/industry-government/business/purchasing-options/
https://help.tandfonline.com/
https://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals?&pageSize=3000
https://www.routledge.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
https://taylorandfrancis.formstack.com/forms/tfoguest_signup
https://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://facebook.com/TaylorandFrancisGroup
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
https://twitter.com/tandfonline
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
http://linkedin.com/company/taylor-&-francis-group
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
https://www.youtube.com/user/TaylorandFrancis
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
http://www.weibo.com/tandfchina
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://bsky.app/profile/tandfresearch.bsky.social
https://www.informa.com/
https://informa.com/privacy-policy/
https://privacy.informa.com/trackers/en/
https://www.tandfonline.com/terms-and-conditions
https://www.tandfonline.com/accessibility
http://taylorandfrancis.com/
http://taylorandfrancis.com/

