Taylor & Francis —
e Online 8 ! -

Home All Journals Mathematics, Statistics & Data Science Journal of the American Statistical Association
List of Issues Volume 42, Issue 237

Journal of the American Statistical Association > '
Volume 42, 1947 - Issue 237

194 38

Views CrossRef citations to date Altmetric

An Empirical Approach to Economic Intelligence
in World War I1

Richard Ruggles & Henry Brodie
Pages 72-91 | Published online: 11 Apr 2012

66 Cite this article

le.Sample our Mathematics & Statistics journals, sign in here to start your FREE access for 14 days

66 Citations Ll Metrics & Reprints & Permissions Read this article

Abstract

In early 1943 the Economic Warfare Division of the American Embassy in London started to
analyze markings and serial numbers obtained from captured German equipment in order to
obtain estimates of German war production and strength. This report is the story of the
development of this technique in terms of the problems which arose and the ways in which

they were solved.

Various kinds of captured enemy equipment were studied by this technique. The first product
to be so analyzed was tires, and after this tanks, trucks, guns, flying bombs, and rockets were
studied. Aircraft markings were not studied by the Economic Warfare Division, since, by
previous agreement, the British Air Ministry bore the responsibility for all estimates on aircraft
production. The uses of the intelligence derived from the markings were varied. At times it
helped decide the target systems of the air forces; on other occasions it gave indications of

German strength in weapons such as tanks and rockets.
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After the war official statistics on German war production became available, so that it is now
possible to evaluate the accuracy of the estimates which were made. Part Il presents a
summary scatter diagram of the estimates and official data along with a more detailed

treatment of certain estimates.
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