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Abstract

Barcelona Cathedral preserves a 14th-century manuscript whose only contents are a treatise on
mensural notation traditionally dated c.1350. This article argues that many details in the text rather
point towards the 1330s, and suggest a possible Parisian influence. This revised dating highlights the
treatise’s historical signicance as a witness of the development of Ars Nova theory during the first
half of the 14th century. Specifically, the Barcelona treatise appears to be one of the earliest
compendia that report the systematization of the ‘four prolations’, a mensural system that was
developed in music theory during the 1330s and remained the foundation of musical notation for
centuries to come.

Key takeaways +»

1 The Barcelona treatise may date to the 1330s, challenging previous assumptions of a 1350
dating.

2 It represents an early compilation of the four prolations’ system crucial to musical notation.

3 The manuscript's preservation suggests it was likely never used, indicating a pedagogical
purpose.

4  The treatise indicates a blend of old and new notation practices, reflecting contemporaneous
musical theory.

5 The author likely had Parisian influences, suggesting a cross-regional exchange of musical ideas
in 14th-century Europe.
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From almost as soon as we have theorists talking about chant, we have them fitting the chant melodies onto
their available scale known as the gamut. Meanwhile, singers seem to have continued to sing the melodies...
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Music manuscripts as well as music treatises from the early fifteenth century bear witness to major
adaptations in music notation. The compositions of the so-called Ars subtilior feature notational innovations...
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For those involved in the creation of mensural polyphony in the last decades of the fourteenth century, the
notation of that polyphony seems to have assumed an artistic importance unparalleled in the earlier history ..
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Starting with Higini Anglis, scholars interested in Spanish sources have lemarked on what appears to be
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With Johannes Keller. How to graphically represent a new and extended range of intervals is a fundamental
question in the complex musical vision (‘prattica musicale’) described by Nicola Vicentino in his treatise...
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The challenge of proposing reasonable descriptions about origin, age and history of manuscripts preserving
Medieval and Renaissance music theory is usually addressed through the analysis of palaeographical and...
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What key insights does the Barcelona treatise provide about Ars Nova notation? +

How does the manuscript’'s watermark inform its dating and provenance? +

What discrepancies exist in the treatment of semibreves within the treatise? +



How does the Barcelona compositor engage with earlier theoretical works? +

What role did royal patronage play in the reception of Ars Nova in Catalonia? +
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