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Abstract

Located along the border between Egypt and The Sudan, Bir Tawil is the product of a border
dispute that goes back over a century, the result of which is that neither country claims it ,
rendering the 1,290-square-kilometre territory Terra Nullius. Several individuals, misreading the
traditional legal ramifications of the designation Terra Nullius, have laid claim to it , though mostly as
little more than publicity stunts. Since the discovery of gold in the area, and the extraction
operations of the Canadian mining firm Orca Gold Inc. at its Block 14 concession just over the
border in Sudan, the local prospectors fear they will lose their livelihood. These locals are primarily
made up of members of the Ababda Tribe. This paper provides a brief history of the Ababda's
presence in this area, and then offers a look at the strength of their claim over the land and mineral
rights from the perspective of international law.
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Key takeaways AI

1 The Ababda Tribe has historically inhabited Bir Tawil, challenging the notion of it being Terra
Nullius.

2 International law supports indigenous claims to land and resources, including the Ababda's
rights in Bir Tawil.

3 The presence of foreign mining operations near Bir Tawil threatens the Ababda's traditional
livelihoods and culture.

4 Legal instruments like the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples bolster the
Ababda's sovereignty claim.

5 Bir Tawil's unique geopolitical status complicates claims, as it lacks formal national ownership,
enhancing the Ababda's argument.
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ABSTRACT Ethiopia and Sudan share a common boundary of over 1600 km which was drawn through a series

of treaties between Ethiopia and the colonial powers of Britain and Italy. To date, this boundary has not been…
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sold to business, corporations or foreign sovereign capital. The land question (who can acquire or have acces…
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This study examines the politics of land acquisition in Sudan, exploring the subject empirically through an

ethnographical case study of the land acquisition of El-Gerief East in Greater Khartoum. The main goal of the…
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To the children of Africa, who inherit both the burdens and the blessings of our contested lands; may the maps

they inherit reflect our courage, wisdom, and stewardship. A Quote "Land is not merely a commodity; it is the…
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In the name of development , water management , and economic growth, the government of Sudan has made

the construction of hydroelectric dams a national priority. In the case of the Merowe Dam, it is estimated tha…
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This paper examines state land policy and conflict in four different areas in Sudan; South Kordofan, Darfur, the

Blue Nile and Khartoum's countryside. Drawing on the literature on customary land tenure, state and conflict i…
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The Geneva International Centre for Humanitarian Demining (GICHD), an international expert organisation

legally based in Switzerland as a non-profit foundation, works for the elimination of mines, explosive remnant…
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This paper explores the major causes, processes and consequences of natural resource conflicts between
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